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With the emergence of international community at the beginning of 20th century 
and its evolution after the end of World War II, contemporary international law has 
undergone profound changes. International law scholars have quite different opinions 
about the development of contemporary international law based upon their different 
perspectives. To understand the essence of the development of contemporary 
international law, what is crucial is the choice of the research angle. As to the author, 
‘international community interest’ is the best angle for us to perceive into the essence 
of the development of international law due to its permeation into international law 
system being the origin of the development of contemporary international law. In the 
light of international community interests being the main driving force of the 
development of contemporary international law, this dissertation is entitled with ‘The 
Structural Changes of International Law under the Impact of International Community 
Interests’. This dissertation is composed of four chapters in addition to the 
introduction and the epilogue.  
In the Introduction part, the author touches upon some of the preliminary issues 
of the dissertation, including reasons for selecting the research topic and its academic 
significance, the definition of the connotation of the dissertation title, and the 
introduction of the framework of the dissertation and key issues to be explored, as 
well as the main research methods and the innovative views of the dissertation. 
In view of international community interests being the driving force for the 
development of international law, chapter one probes into the changing international 
community and the contents of international community interests. During this chapter, 
the author analyses such issues as the origin and foundation of community, the 
distinction between international system and international community, the constituents 
of international community, as well as the contents of international community 
interests. Chapter one is the starting point of logic for the whole dissertation. 
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the substantive international law, which has been embodied by the emergence of the 
doctrines of Jus Cogens and Obligations Erga Omnes as well as by the development 
of rules of state responsibility in contemporary international law.  
Chapter three analyzes the impact of international community interests upon 
procedural international law, which covers world-order treaty making ways, 
enforcement mechanism of international law and international disputes resolution 
procedures.   
Based upon the above analysis of the impact of international community interests 
upon the substantive and procedural international law, chapter four analyzes the 
structural changes of contemporary international law under the impact of international 
community interests, which are mainly summarized as follows: from sovereignty 
orientation to community orientation, from private law nature to public law nature, 
and the constitutionalisation of international legal order. The main distinctions 
between contemporary international law and traditional international law are mainly 
embodied in the above-mentioned structural changes, which, in terms of driving 
forces, have originated from the changing international community and the 
permeation of community interests into international legal system. 
However, what we should bear in mind is that the changes, which international 
law is currently undergoing, are rather STRUCTURAL than REVOLUTIONARY 
since sovereign nations are still the cardinal unit of the world political order and hence 
still the main subjects of international law. If and only if the cardinal units of the 
world order were no longer sovereign nations, or the federal government in the world 
level came into existence, then would international law undergo REVOLUTIONARY 
changes. If that is the case, international law will die out and it will be replaced by 
world law. However, in the predictable future world law is only an imagination rather 
than a reality.   
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